
1 

 

Eighteenth Annual MIT-NESCAUM  

Endicott House Symposium 

Policy Instruments for a New Economic Era:  

Energy, Environmental and  

Climate Change Challenges 

Praveen Amar, NESCAUM 

August 23-25, 2010 

pamar@nescaum.org 



2 

Where Does Endicott Symposium Fit ? 

Science,  

Technology, 

Economics 

Evaluation of 

Policy Options 

 

Politics 

(hopefully, good 

politics) 

 Equity 

 Regional Issues 

 Economy 

 Externalities  

  Uncertainty 

  Variability 

  Risk Assessment 

“We will restore science to its rightful place.” 
~President Obama’s Inaugural Address 
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Keeling Curve at Keeling Building (11,000 feet, Mauna Loa, Hawaii):  

316 ppm in 1959, 379 ppm in 2005, 389 ppm in 2010;  (500 ppm expected 

in mid-century (exceeds by far the natural range  

over the last 650,000 years (180 to 300 ppm))) 
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Source: NASA GISS 

http://data.giss.nasa.gov/gistemp/2010july/figure1.pdf
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And then, just three weeks ago: 

• A letter, dated August 2, 2010,  from the State of 
Texas to the EPA Administrator, Ms. Lisa Jackson, 
jointly signed by the Attorney General of Texas and 
the Chairman of Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, regarding the potential control 
of CO2  emissions from industrial sources, states: 

 

• “ …Notably absent from your rules is any evidence 
that they would achieve specific results; in fact, you 
assiduously (and correctly) avoid ascribing what 
environmental benefit may be achieved by mandating 
permits to emit a uniformly distributed, trace 
constituent of clean air, vital to all life, that is emitted 
by all productive activities on Earth.” 
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Our Two Keynote Speakers 

• Dr. John Deutch, Institute Professor, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
– “Directions in Energy Policy for the United States” 

 

 

• Ms. Mary Nichols, Chair, California Air 
Resources Board 
– “AB32, The California Global Warming Solutions 

Act: A New Set of Policy Tools for Addressing 
Difficult Environmental, Energy, and 
Transportation Problems”  


